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Introduction
• GlobalGlobalGlobalGlobal economiceconomiceconomiceconomic andandandand foodfoodfoodfood crisescrisescrisescrises areareareare

togethertogethertogethertogether spawningspawningspawningspawning aaaa newnewnewnew trendtrendtrendtrend towardstowardstowardstowards

buyingbuyingbuyingbuying up/acquiringup/acquiringup/acquiringup/acquiring landlandlandland forforforfor foodfoodfoodfood

productionproductionproductionproduction inininin otherotherotherother countries,countries,countries,countries, espespespesp.... inininin AfricaAfricaAfricaAfrica

• InternationalInternationalInternationalInternational investmentinvestmentinvestmentinvestment inininin farmsfarmsfarmsfarms andandandand

agricultureagricultureagricultureagriculture is,is,is,is, however,however,however,however, notnotnotnot exactlyexactlyexactlyexactly newnewnewnewagricultureagricultureagricultureagriculture is,is,is,is, however,however,however,however, notnotnotnot exactlyexactlyexactlyexactly newnewnewnew

• FAOFAOFAOFAO persuadespersuadespersuadespersuades governmentsgovernmentsgovernmentsgovernments andandandand investorsinvestorsinvestorsinvestors

aroundaroundaroundaround thethethethe worldworldworldworld totototo investinvestinvestinvest inininin agricultureagricultureagricultureagriculture totototo

halthalthalthalt downturndownturndownturndownturn inininin foodfoodfoodfood productionproductionproductionproduction

• TrendTrendTrendTrend hashashashas beenbeenbeenbeen increasingincreasingincreasingincreasing perceptiblyperceptiblyperceptiblyperceptibly inininin

recentrecentrecentrecent yearsyearsyearsyears

• ItItItIt isisisis difficultdifficultdifficultdifficult totototo turnturnturnturn aroundaroundaroundaround andandandand argueargueargueargue

againstagainstagainstagainst itititit nownownownow



What are investing
countries hoping to gain?

• Food security Food security Food security Food security 

---- Food production :1.5X by 2030, 2X by 2050Food production :1.5X by 2030, 2X by 2050Food production :1.5X by 2030, 2X by 2050Food production :1.5X by 2030, 2X by 2050

• Deteriorating natural resource base Deteriorating natural resource base Deteriorating natural resource base Deteriorating natural resource base –––– land land land land 
and water (Saudi Arabia, China, Korea, etc.)and water (Saudi Arabia, China, Korea, etc.)and water (Saudi Arabia, China, Korea, etc.)and water (Saudi Arabia, China, Korea, etc.)and water (Saudi Arabia, China, Korea, etc.)and water (Saudi Arabia, China, Korea, etc.)and water (Saudi Arabia, China, Korea, etc.)and water (Saudi Arabia, China, Korea, etc.)

• BioBioBioBio----fuel  demand and productionfuel  demand and productionfuel  demand and productionfuel  demand and production

• Financial gainFinancial gainFinancial gainFinancial gain



What is Africa hoping to gain?

• Technology transfer, employment Technology transfer, employment Technology transfer, employment Technology transfer, employment 

creation, infrastructure development,  GDP creation, infrastructure development,  GDP creation, infrastructure development,  GDP creation, infrastructure development,  GDP 

growthgrowthgrowthgrowth

• Credit for marketsCredit for marketsCredit for marketsCredit for markets

• Ideally, local food system supportIdeally, local food system supportIdeally, local food system supportIdeally, local food system support

• Foreign direct investment needed to Foreign direct investment needed to Foreign direct investment needed to Foreign direct investment needed to 

supplement other sources of investment supplement other sources of investment supplement other sources of investment supplement other sources of investment 

fundsfundsfundsfunds



• PotentialPotentialPotentialPotential gainsgainsgainsgains fromfromfromfrom investmentinvestmentinvestmentinvestment areareareare sizeable,sizeable,sizeable,sizeable,
butbutbutbut wewewewe needneedneedneed totototo considerconsiderconsiderconsider::::

� Displacement of landowners/land dwellers, Displacement of landowners/land dwellers, Displacement of landowners/land dwellers, Displacement of landowners/land dwellers, 
and also land insecurity issueand also land insecurity issueand also land insecurity issueand also land insecurity issue

� Policy inconsistenciesPolicy inconsistenciesPolicy inconsistenciesPolicy inconsistencies

� Food security concerns, both nationally Food security concerns, both nationally Food security concerns, both nationally Food security concerns, both nationally 

Issues and Concerns

� Food security concerns, both nationally Food security concerns, both nationally Food security concerns, both nationally Food security concerns, both nationally 
and household.and household.and household.and household.

� OneOneOneOne----sided contractssided contractssided contractssided contracts



Impacts of international 
investments

• Positive developmental effects of foreign Positive developmental effects of foreign Positive developmental effects of foreign Positive developmental effects of foreign 
direct investment :direct investment :direct investment :direct investment :

�technology transfer and upgradingtechnology transfer and upgradingtechnology transfer and upgradingtechnology transfer and upgrading

�employment creation and poverty employment creation and poverty employment creation and poverty employment creation and poverty 
reductionreductionreductionreduction

�food production and food securityfood production and food securityfood production and food securityfood production and food security

�commercialization and largecommercialization and largecommercialization and largecommercialization and large----scale scale scale scale 
agriculture, including productivity gainsagriculture, including productivity gainsagriculture, including productivity gainsagriculture, including productivity gains

�diversification and development of diversification and development of diversification and development of diversification and development of 
valuevaluevaluevalue----added productionadded productionadded productionadded production

• “win“win“win“win----win” or “neowin” or “neowin” or “neowin” or “neo----colonialism”? colonialism”? colonialism”? colonialism”? 



Impacts of international 
investments (Cont…)

• Negative developmental effects Negative developmental effects Negative developmental effects Negative developmental effects 

�inappropriate economic modelsinappropriate economic modelsinappropriate economic modelsinappropriate economic models

�social and human rights issuessocial and human rights issuessocial and human rights issuessocial and human rights issues�social and human rights issuessocial and human rights issuessocial and human rights issuessocial and human rights issues

�Transparency and governance issuesTransparency and governance issuesTransparency and governance issuesTransparency and governance issues

�environmental issuesenvironmental issuesenvironmental issuesenvironmental issues

�worst case scenariosworst case scenariosworst case scenariosworst case scenarios



Our proposal

• Elements of a Code of Conduct (e.g. Elements of a Code of Conduct (e.g. Elements of a Code of Conduct (e.g. Elements of a Code of Conduct (e.g. 

BBBEE in S.A., or Equator Principles:BBBEE in S.A., or Equator Principles:BBBEE in S.A., or Equator Principles:BBBEE in S.A., or Equator Principles:

A set of environmental and social benchmarks):):):):

�Transparency in negotiationsTransparency in negotiationsTransparency in negotiationsTransparency in negotiations

�Respect for existing land rights, including Respect for existing land rights, including Respect for existing land rights, including Respect for existing land rights, including �Respect for existing land rights, including Respect for existing land rights, including Respect for existing land rights, including Respect for existing land rights, including 

customary and common property rightscustomary and common property rightscustomary and common property rightscustomary and common property rights

�Sharing of benefitsSharing of benefitsSharing of benefitsSharing of benefits

�Environmental sustainabilityEnvironmental sustainabilityEnvironmental sustainabilityEnvironmental sustainability

�Adherence to national trade policiesAdherence to national trade policiesAdherence to national trade policiesAdherence to national trade policies



Our proposal (Cont…)

• InstitutionalInstitutionalInstitutionalInstitutional RequirementsRequirementsRequirementsRequirements

�Governments to monitor, safeguard local Governments to monitor, safeguard local Governments to monitor, safeguard local Governments to monitor, safeguard local 

people’s rightspeople’s rightspeople’s rightspeople’s rights

�Media to increase transparencyMedia to increase transparencyMedia to increase transparencyMedia to increase transparency

�Civil society to keep pressure against Civil society to keep pressure against Civil society to keep pressure against Civil society to keep pressure against 

unjust expropriationunjust expropriationunjust expropriationunjust expropriation



Conclusions

• InternationalInternationalInternationalInternational agriculturalagriculturalagriculturalagricultural investmentsinvestmentsinvestmentsinvestments areareareare

notnotnotnot badbadbadbad perperperper se,se,se,se, butbutbutbut needneedneedneed totototo findfindfindfind winwinwinwin----winwinwinwin

solutionssolutionssolutionssolutions....

• RequireRequireRequireRequire clearclearclearclear andandandand consistentconsistentconsistentconsistent nationalnationalnationalnational• RequireRequireRequireRequire clearclearclearclear andandandand consistentconsistentconsistentconsistent nationalnationalnationalnational

policypolicypolicypolicy frameworkframeworkframeworkframework asasasas basisbasisbasisbasis forforforfor landlandlandland useuseuseuse andandandand

foreignforeignforeignforeign investmentinvestmentinvestmentinvestment policiespoliciespoliciespolicies andandandand rulesrulesrulesrules....



Thank you for your attention!!!Thank you for your attention!!!Thank you for your attention!!!Thank you for your attention!!!


