ABC MEETS WITH ANC LEADERSHIP
Members of the Executive Committee of the Agricultural Business Chamber (ABC) met with Mr Gwede Mantashe, Secretary General of the ANC, and Prof Ben Turok, ANC MP and a member of the Trade and Industry, and Foreign Affairs Portfolio Committees, on 
26 November 2008. It is also well-known that Prof Turok holds much sway in determining the new economic policy agenda for the ANC, under the new ANC leadership.

After the ABC delegation introduced the ABC to the ANC delegation, the ANC posed four questions to the ABC:

· What was the ABC’s relationship with Agri SA?

· Why has South Africa become a net importer of food (they expressed strong dissatisfaction with this state of affairs)?

· Why are we not getting investment in the agro-food value chain? It has been targeted as a development focus, but very little is happening.

· What can be done to develop agriculture in the former homeland areas? They stated that service delivery in these areas had basically collapsed and were very critical of developments in this regard.

After discussing these issues, the ANC delegation invited the ABC to develop and submit its policy position on agriculture for further discussion and engagement between the two parties.

The ABC was cordially received and it was very clear that they wish to pursue further engagement and debate on agricultural and rural development issues. It obviously creates much opportunity for the ABC, but also places responsibility on the ABC to develop policy positions that can take agriculture forward for the country as a whole. To this end the ABC will convene a workshop of members and academics to draft such a policy position early in 2009. A notice in this regard will follow soon.
