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Just another  reminder

NO TRUCKS

NO FARMERS

NO FOOD

NO FUTURE

Let’s go back a little
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We’re not the first doing this 

trucking thing

you know.
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And it wasn’t just basic stuff

There were also great innovations

Let’s look at just one



10



11

Their workshops were well equipped

with the right tools to manufacture

and maintain their vehicles
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But what happens then when you don’t

MAINTAIN YOUR VEHICLES?
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Which brings me to THE WORST

Trend in the industry

ANYTHING GOES

And it’s just a body count

out there nowadays



WHO REMEMBERS THE FIELDS 

HILL HORROR CRASH?



23 killed!!!



SHOCK HORROR 

OUTRAGE



BUT WHO KNEW ABOUT THIS 

ONE?



This was a fatal truck accident on the 

R25 Route in Kempton Park on the same 

day.

Medics found the deceased driver’s arm

on the diesel tank of the other truck!!

Another family lost another husband

and father….

But the only place he will count is in

the body count!



Only one dead

We need at least 23 bodies

lying all over the road

…or even better – a bus load of kids

That will get the cameras out

That’s the trend today



There were no front page 

stories on this one either



THIS IS WHERE THIS DRIVER DIED 

It was the early hours of the morning on the N3

when, suspended by his seat belt hanging upside down with his arm 

hacked off, he bled to death

BUT WHO KNOWS OF IT – WHO CARES?

JUST ANOTHER ONE TO ADD TO THE BODY COUNT?

WIDER SOCIETY DOESN’T CARE ABOUT ONLY ONE 

BODY!



HERE’S HIS NAME – AND I WANT YOU 

TO

REMEMBER IT

Edward Litale (51)

He left behind a wife and three

kids aged 19, 15 and 4



I ALSO WANT YOU TO

REMEMBER THIS NAME

Auntie Arlene

Here she is



‘Auntie’ Arlene



‘Auntie’ Arlene was 29 years old. 

She died in an accident  leaving 

behind her young son who was 19 

months old at the time.

Another  lady of  around 45 was 

also involved. She survived the 

accident  but has to live the rest of 

her life paralised from the neck 

down.



Behind every statistic is 

an ‘Auntie Arlene’

Behind every statistic is 

an ‘Edward Litale’



Road accidents destroy

families



…totally shatter families



The side of the same Honda



This is what caused the 

accident

Let’s take a closer look…



Totally unroadworthy truck

..and there’s more



How can

anyone

not see

that
this

is a

death 

trap??



Road safety affects us all

INCLUDING YOU 

No-one is immune.

It is everyone’s problem but… 

ANYTHING GOES



But that’s only one

Rubbish!!

There are 

hundreds of 

them out 

there…..
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Brake & Tyre Watch

In November 2005, FleetWatch started its first 
Brake  & Tyre Watch project to:

1. Empower the cops through training.

2. Ascertain the state of vehicles on our roads.

3. Educate the operators.

4. All with the accent on road safety.



Our Partners

Foundation



Our Partners 

Associate Partners



Our Partners 

Roads Agencies



Our Partners 

Manufacturers to date



SHOCKING RESULTS

574 tested

384 discontinued

67 % failure rate



July, 2011

Langlaagte

Brake & Tyre Watch

75% failure rate



Some look really good on the surface

But take a closer look under

the surface of the good looks





And some look just plain shagged…

but with some innovative features



Why do we do this project?



Because people are dying
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15 000
every year
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43 every day
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Are you next?

Or the person next to you?
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Are you going to get

home this weekend?

This dad didn’t get home to see 

his little girl who gave him the

Teddy bear he kept on his dash
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DEATH!!!

More death…



55

And more...
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And still more
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ROAD SAFETY

• We lack a culture of road safety

• 15 000 deaths a year 

• Drivers are ignorant and arrogant

• Traffic authorities not respected, bribery, speed 

fines

• Government has failed; the road users have failed. 

All have failed.

•ANYTHING GOES
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Check this out
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Here’s the result
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A Horror day
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This is what caused it

Looks OK from

the outside but let’s

go under it….
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NO BRAKES – ANYTHING GOES
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NO BRAKES – ANYTHING GOES
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HOW ON EARTH IS THIS OPERATOR 

ALLOWED ON THE ROADS?

WHO IN THIS ROOM KNOWS OF

OR HAS READ SECTION 49 OF THE  

ROAD TRAFFIC ACT?
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LETS’ GO FURTHER – HOW THIS ONE?
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NO BRAKES AT ALL



68

LET’S WALK AROUND A TYPICAL RIG
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And underneath 

ANYTHING GOES
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HOW ON EARTH IS THIS OPERATOR

ALLOWED ON OUR ROADS?

With no maintenance on his rig

his destiny is totally out

of his hands – AND HE TAKES 

EVERYONE ELSE’S

DESTINY INTO HIS HANDS



Slide # 71



What do we normally 

find?





Here’s how

quickly a tyre

failure happens…
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Great Public image for Trucking



LET’S LOOK AT THE

OTHER SIDE OF

THE COIN 
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THE FUTURE TRUCK 2025
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The other side of the coin
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THE FUTURE TRUCK 2025
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The other side of the coin
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The other side of the coin



97

The other side of the coin
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AND WHILE THEY ARE DEVELOPING THAT

LET’S COME BACK

TO AFRICA WHERE…

ANYTHING GOES
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ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE CRUMBLING

Africa is pothole country. 

Causing huge damage to trucks.
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You know that when cows go grazing in potholes, 

your road infrastructure needs attention
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Who can guess where this quarry is?
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It’s not a quarry. It’s the inside of a pothole
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Look at the sharp edge that your tyres hit each 

time they enter and exit a pothole.
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Let’s look at a once pristine road 

destroyed through 

mismanagement and back-

handers – the way of Africa.
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R74 destroyed – ANYTHING GOES
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ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE CRUMBLING

One example of damage 

from potholes: Tyre impact 

fractures



Road infrastructure

“It’s not our strong economy 
that gave us good roads, it’s our 
good roads that gave us a strong 
economy” 

J.F. KENNEDY, US President



Cost of Logistics
 The cost of logistics as a percentage of GDP in South 

Africa is almost double that of the United States and 
50% more than Japan and Brazil
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Backache/Posture
Blood Sugar Levels
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Blood Pressures High
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So where to from here?

• The late Jack Webster always said it’s the ATTITUDE 

that has got to change. It all starts with ATTITUDE. 

Rob Kuipers outlined that earlier.  How the change in 

Swift started with a change in ATTITUDES

• Have to elevate trucking onto its rightful platform of 

importance in the eyes of all – Government, public, 

transporters themselves. Get PRIDE back
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A Culture of Non-compliance
 Overloading

 Speeding

 Vehicle maintenance (brakes, tyres, lights)

 Driver hours

 Reckless driving

 Driving under the influence (alcohol & drugs)

 False licenses (vehicles & drivers)

 Load securement

 Cabotage (cross-border)

Bribery & corruption
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The Road Transport Management 

System
 RTMS is an industry–led, government-supported, 

voluntary, self-regulation scheme that encourages 
consignees, consignors and road transport operators to 
implement a management system (a set of standards) with 
outcomes that contribute to preserving road infrastructure, 
improving road safety and increasing productivity.

 Key focus areas are:

- load optimisation

- driver wellness

- vehicle maintenance

- productivity



GOVERNMENT INDUSTRYY 

CO-OPERATION
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Katherina Reiche, Federal Minister for Transport, Germany



WHAT YOU CAN DO?
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Can you act to change things?

Yes. As Nelson Mandela said: 

It’s in your hands
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THANK YOU

AND KEEP ON TRUCKING


