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The updates below provide the latest verified information. 

1. Meeting with the Minister of Agriculture 
2. Regulatory: Section 9 guide to the national FMD control measures 
3. LIVE Vaccine Rollout Dashboard 

 
 
 

1. Meeting with the Minister of Agriculture 

The ICC met the new Minister of Agriculture, Mr Willie Aucamp on Wednesday 15 

July and reaffirmed its commitment to supporting the national FMD response. The 

ICC welcomes the Minister's engagement and the urgency he has brought to the 

work. 

The Minister set out his priorities for the response: speeding up the import of 

vaccines, removing bottlenecks in distribution, and enabling farmers to administer 

vaccines themselves. 

On the settlement in the FMD legal matter, the Minister gave assurance that it is 

legally sound across the relevant legislation and does not place South Africa's status 

with the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) at risk. 

As soon as a copy of the settlement is received, the ICC will review its implications 

for all role players across the value chain and share this with the sector. 

The ICC raised two further points with the Minister. The first was the need for closer 

alignment between national and provincial implementation, so that measures are 

applied consistently on the ground. The second was the need for a single, integrated 

national system for recording and monitoring traceability and vaccination data, one 

that can accommodate all systems and approved ear tags. 

The ICC raised the appointment of the Section 10 committee. The Minister indicated 

that he will provide feedback to the ICC on the matter. 

 



2. Regulatory: Section 9 guide to the national FMD control measures 

New national control measures for Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) came into 

effect when the Minister of Agriculture published them in the Government Gazette 

on 8 July 2026 (Notice 7668, Gazette No. 54969). They apply across the country 

and replace the previous FMD control measures. 

This guide explains what those measures require in practical terms. It follows 

what happens from the first suspicion of disease through to the lifting of 

quarantine, and sets out what is expected of farmers, veterinarians and others at 

each stage. 

The gazette is the official, legal document. Where this guide and the gazette 

differ, the gazette applies. 

Terms used often in this guide: 

FMD: Foot and Mouth Disease. 

State Vet: the State Veterinarian responsible for your area. 

The Department: the Department of Agriculture. 

Quarantine: animals, and anything that could carry the virus, must stay on the 

property until the State Vet lifts the restriction. 

Epidemiological unit: a group of animals kept separate from others so that 

disease cannot pass between them by direct contact. 

Day Zero: the date the State Vet sets as the point from which recovery timelines 

are counted. This is explained in the section on getting back to normal. 

Important note: If your animals were vaccinated but were never infected and 

never placed under quarantine, they are treated as disease-free. They may be 

moved and traded in the normal way. Most of these measures deal with 

properties where FMD is suspected or confirmed. 

If you suspect FMD 

If you think an animal may have FMD, you must report it to State Veterinary 

Services on the same day. This is a legal duty under the Animal Diseases Act.  

As soon as you suspect FMD, you must: 

• report the suspicion to the State Vet straight away; 

• keep the affected group of animals separate from the rest; 

• stop all movement of animals, animal products, equipment or anything that 

could carry the virus off the property; 

• limit who comes onto the property; and 

• allow State Veterinary Services onto the property when they need access. 



Make personal contact with your State Vet. If you cannot reach them, contact the 

Provincial Director or the office of the national Director of Animal Health directly, 

contact details can be found here. 

What happens on your farm 

Once FMD is suspected, the State Vet places the property under quarantine 

straight away. At first this is done verbally, and a written quarantine notice follows. 

From that point, no animals, animal products, or equipment and materials that 

could carry the virus may leave the property. Anyone who has been in contact 

with the suspect animals must stay away from other cloven-hoofed animals. 

The State Vet must visit the property, without undue delay and within 24 hours of 

being told. During that visit they will issue the written quarantine notice, 

investigate how the disease may have arrived and where it may have spread, 

take samples for testing, and give you guidance on biosecurity and on moving 

animals away from shared boundaries. 

Sampling. State Veterinary Services collect the samples needed to confirm 

whether the disease is FMD. You do not arrange this yourself. Samples may only 

go to a laboratory approved for FMD testing. 

Biosecurity on the property. While the farm is under suspicion or quarantine, 

you are responsible for basic biosecurity. This includes limiting who and what 

enters, keeping an access register, cleaning and disinfecting equipment and 

vehicles when they enter and leave, and making sure that clothing and objects 

that have been in contact with infected animals are disinfected and do not leave 

the farm. Material that could carry the virus, such as manure, feed and 

carcasses, must be dealt with safely on the property unless the State Vet 

approves its safe removal. 

Quarantine on part of a property. If a farm is well fenced and movement can be 

properly controlled, quarantine can be kept to the individual premises, or to 

portions of the premises, rather than the whole property. On very large properties 

with clearly separate areas, if only one area is infected, the rest of the property 

may be placed under movement control instead of full quarantine once the 

separation is confirmed. This is decided by the State Vet, with approval by the 

Provincial Director. 

Moving live animals. Live cloven-hoofed animals may only leave a quarantined 

property with written permission from the State Vet and a Veterinary Red Cross 

Permit. The permit sets out the conditions and lists the individual identification 

numbers of the animals, or the batch numbers in the case of slaughter pigs. 

https://www.nda.gov.za/index.php/component/content/article/451-provincial-veterinary-services-contacts


Keeping records 

On any farm that has been vaccinated for FMD, or where FMD is suspected or 

confirmed, all cloven-hoofed livestock must be individually identified and 

recorded in a database that keeps a lifelong record of each animal. 

Slaughter pigs are the exception and may be recorded by batch number. While 

the farm is under quarantine, the register must be kept up to date and a copy 

made available to your State Vet. 

Feedlots, backgrounding operations and speculators must keep an up-to-date 

stock sheet of all animals coming in and going out, and a record of any deaths, 

available for the State Vet to audit. 

Important: Under the new measures, vaccination must be captured on a digital 

platform. The record must show the date, the product, the batch number and the 

expiry date of the vaccine. Proof of vaccination can only be issued from these 

electronically captured records. A paper note on its own is no longer enough. 

Carrying on farming during an outbreak 

The measures are built so that farming can continue on an affected property 

where it is safe to do so. Several activities are provided for. 

Milk and dairy. Milk from a quarantined farm may be sold to a processing facility, 

where it must be pasteurised. Milk sold directly to the public must be pasteurised 

on the farm before sale. Trucks collecting milk must follow strict cleaning and 

disinfection. Dairy products may be exported where they are processed to the 

required standard and the importing country agrees. Milk from a herd that was 

vaccinated as a precaution, and was never infected, is not subject to these 

restrictions. 

Moving products off the farm. Some products may be removed from a 

quarantined property after treatment or processing that makes the virus inactive. 

You apply in writing to your local State Vet, and each application is judged on its 

own risk. The State Vet must respond in writing within five working days. If you 

receive no response in that time, you may take the matter to the Provincial 

Director for a decision. 

Controlled slaughter. Animals from a quarantined farm may be sent for 

controlled slaughter, on a timeline counted from Day Zero. In every case the 

abattoir must agree in writing to accept animals from a farm under FMD 

quarantine. 

• No slaughter is allowed before Day 16. 

• From Day 16, slaughter may take place only at FMD-designated abattoirs. 

Heads and feet must be treated or disposed of during the Day 16 to Day 41 

period. No deboning or removal of the tongue or offal is required. 



• From Day 42 (six weeks) after Day Zero, slaughter may take place at any 

abattoir that agrees to accept the animals, with no part of the carcass needing 

to be destroyed. Slaughter at an export-registered abattoir is allowed only 

where the importing country agrees to receive the meat, or where the abattoir 

can show clear separation of infected and non-infected slaughter to the 

satisfaction of the national Director of Animal Health. 

Other movement. Where there is a sound reason, such as welfare, calving or a 

natural disaster, animals may be moved to a controlled destination under permit 

and isolation conditions. Your State Vet will guide you on what is allowed. 

Recovery and lifting quarantine 

Day Zero. Recovery timelines are counted from a date called Day Zero, which 

the State Vet sets in writing. 

• Where the outbreak showed clinical signs in unvaccinated animals, once 

there are no fresh signs of disease an authorised veterinarian examines the 

animals, including checking their mouths, within five days. The examination is 

repeated after 14 days. If there are still no fresh signs, the date of the first 

examination becomes Day Zero. 

• Where animals were vaccinated, Day Zero is the date the last animals on the 

property were first vaccinated, provided there are no fresh clinical signs. 

 

Lifting quarantine. There are three ways to resolve an outbreak and have 

quarantine lifted: 

• Total depopulation. All cloven-hoofed livestock are removed, either through 

controlled slaughter or by moving them, under permit, to another approved 

property. 

• Repopulation with vaccinated animals. Where full depopulation is not 

practical, the farm may be restocked with vaccinated animals, from 14 days 

up to six months after they were vaccinated. 

• Repopulation with unvaccinated animals. The farm may be restocked with 

unvaccinated animals, which must first be isolated for 28 days before they are 

brought in. 

Under the repopulation options, quarantine is lifted by written notice 42 days after 

Day Zero is confirmed. The State Vet applies to the Provincial Director to lift 

quarantine once the requirements are met, and you must be told the outcome 

within 48 hours. If the application succeeds, a written quarantine cancellation 

notice is issued. 



For communal and peri-urban farmers 

The measures recognise that communal and peri-urban cattle live in an open, 

changing population with many owners, and they set out how these situations are 

handled. 

In a communal area, if one owner's animals are infected, the whole 

epidemiological unit is placed under quarantine, not only that owner's animals. 

For quarantine to be lifted, there must be no clinical signs of disease for at least 

42 days after Day Zero across the cluster of affected dip tanks. 

Provincial Veterinary Directors may set up scheduled vaccination for specific 

communal and peri-urban cattle populations, based on the disease risk in that 

area. 

Vaccination 

Vaccination against FMD must meet the legal requirements for using a vaccine in 

South Africa. 

FMD vaccination is applied by State Veterinary Services, or by a representative 

they have mandated, on infected farms and farms suspected of being infected. 

Vaccinated animals must have documented proof of an up-to-date vaccination 

history. 

Private individuals and entities on adjacent properties may carry out voluntary 

vaccination of their own animals, provided they meet all legal requirements. 

Vaccination does not remove the legal duty to keep up biosecurity, and the cold 

chain for the vaccine must be maintained throughout. 

How these measures differ from before 

• No automatic destruction of whole herds. Quarantine can now be lifted 

through repopulation, not only total depopulation. 

• Shorter, science-based slaughter timelines, allowing controlled slaughter 

from Day 16 and slaughter at any abattoir, including export, from Day 42. 

• Digital vaccination records are now required, and proof of vaccination can 

only be issued from electronically captured data. 

• Quarantine on portions of a property, where a farm is well fenced and 

movement can be controlled, rather than the whole property automatically. 

• Recognition of communal and peri-urban cattle, with provisions written for 

shared grazing and multiple owners. 

• Reduced wastage of products, with heads, feet, manure and feed managed 

according to how long the virus survives, rather than by blanket disposal. 

This guide is provided by the FMD Industry Coordination Council to help farmers and others understand 
the national control measures. It explains the measures published by the Department of Agriculture and 



does not replace the gazette. For the official requirements, refer to Government Gazette No. 54969 of 8 
July 2026. 

3. LIVE Vaccine Rollout Dashboard 
 
The live vaccination status dashboard can be accessed here: 
https://agrisa1904.github.io/FMD-Dashboard/ 

 
 

 
 
The FMD ICC will continue to update stakeholders and provide practical guidance as 

the national response progresses. 

• Please raise any implementation issues directly with any FMD ICC member. 

• If you want to report or raise something anonymously, you can send it to 073 
786 7363 on WhatsApp.  

• If you notice clinical signs of FMD in your animals such as limping, mouth or 
nose lesions, or excessive drooling/salivation - whether current or anytime in 
the past three months - please send only the GPS coordinates from the 
nearest S-road or main road to the same number.  

• You are not required to submit any information that can identify you.  
 
Note to Media: 

• All media enquiries must be directed to Sara-Lea van Eeden, FMD ICC 
Communications Lead, at sara-lea@s-ellepr.com. 

• A minimum lead time of 24 hours is required. 

• While we recognise the pressure of news deadlines and will always aim to 
respond as soon as possible and meet deadlines, the operating environment 
is dynamic, which may at times affect response timelines. 

 
All media requests must include the following information: 

• Your deadline 

• Preferred format (for example: live or pre-recorded interview, telephonic, in-
person, online, email interview, or written comment) 

• The specific focus of your enquiry (for example: scientific or animal health 
matters, economic or trade impact, or operational response) 

• The specific questions you would like addressed 

Responses are coordinated across all nine FMD ICC members and this procedure 
enables the FMD ICC to provide you with accurate responses that support 
responsible and factual reporting during a national crisis. 
 

https://agrisa1904.github.io/FMD-Dashboard/
mailto:sara-lea@s-ellepr.com

	If you suspect FMD
	What happens on your farm
	Keeping records
	Carrying on farming during an outbreak
	Recovery and lifting quarantine
	For communal and peri-urban farmers
	Vaccination
	How these measures differ from before

