
 

  

 

 

Farms of the Future a Blueprint for South African Regenerative Agriculture  

 
• McCain’s Farm of the Future Africa will focus on utilising state-of-the-art sustainable agriculture 

practices to help the business successfully combat the effects of climate change 

• The project will include testing of cutting-edge technology to improve soil health, biodiversity, 
and reduce water use and greenhouse gas emissions 

 
Johannesburg, South Africa, 7 June 2022 - McCain Foods Limited has unveiled plans for its second Farms 

of the Future, which will be located near Lichtenburg in South Africa, and will form part of its ambitions 

to advance, showcase and roll out regenerative farming practices. Regenerative agriculture seeks to 

rehabilitate and enhance entire farm ecosystems through soil health enhancement and effective water 

management, amongst other activities. The announcement follows the launch of the company’s pilot farm 

project in Canada, in 2020. 

 

Farm of the Future Africa totals 465 ha irrigation and 90 ha dryland on which McCain will grow 125 ha 

potatoes, per year. Through partnerships with various sector experts, it will focus on enhancing 

productivity, while prioritising soil health, water efficiency, the reduction of agro-chemical impacts and 

the introduction and preservation of biodiversity. Resulting crops from the farm will be used to create 

some of South Africa’s favourite McCain products.  

 

McCain CEO Max Koeune says the Farms of the Future project is vital in trying to make the global food 

system more sustainable: “This is a critical moment. The strain that global supply chains are under right 

now is shining a stark light on how exposed we are, with a food system that requires a radical 

transformation to address the challenges of our century. 

 

“Farmers are on the front line – they see the impacts of climate change every day, with extreme weather 

wreaking havoc on the growing season. The new farm will allow us to build a better understanding of 

regenerative agricultural practices, enabling McCain to work with our farm partners to re-imagine the way 

we grow a potato that is better for both their farm and the planet.”  

 

“According to the 2021 Global Food Security Index - a benchmarking tool developed by Economist Impact 

and supported by Corteva Agriscience - South Africa’s global performance over the last decade, amongst 

113 countries, declined substantially (dropping eight places, from 62 in 2012 to 2021’s 70),” says Unathi 

Mhlatyana, Managing Director, McCain Foods South Africa. “This has shown us how important it is to look 

at hunger from a food-systems approach. This not only involves the availability of food but also how 

equipped we are as a country to mitigate climate change risks and keep producing food now and in the 

future.” 

 

The South African location serves as the second of three Farms of the Future McCain plans to open, across 

different growing regions around the world, by 2025. The company has also made a global commitment 

https://mccain.co.za/
https://www.iol.co.za/business-report/economy/food-security-in-the-country-remains-steady-global-index-4f3f9692-a2b2-4acf-99b6-61c99472cb76


 

 

  

 

 

to implement Regenerative agricultural practices across 100 per cent of its potato acreage by 2030, a 

vegetable crop that is a popular staple for many across Mzansi. 

 

According to Wandile Sihlobo, the Chief Economist of the Agricultural Business Chamber of South Africa 

(Agbiz), the current conflict in Ukraine has put increased pressure on SA farmers in terms of fertiliser and 

fuel hikes, and the requirement to boost local production against the backdrop of extreme weather events 

and rising electricity costs. “Now is the time to focus on close collaboration, and embrace state-of-the-art 

crop protection solutions and suitable and innovative agricultural practices to empower farmers to 

continue to feed our nation, whilst still being profitable.” 

 

Adds Mhlatyana, “We are proud to be the centre of mealtimes for South African families, helping our 

customers celebrate real connections through delicious planet friendly food. We are confident that smart 

and sustainable farming will help growers future-proof their operations ensuring that both McCain and 

our farmers have a business for generations to come.”  

 

About McCain Foods South Africa 

 

McCain Foods has been at the centre of South African mealtimes for over 20 years. As the world’s largest 

manufacturer of frozen potato and appetiser products, we supply a significant portion of the world’s 

restaurants and other hospitality outlets. In South Africa, we are also the market leader in Frozen 

Vegetables, which we supply to both Food Service and Retail customers. We manufacture fresh produce 

from local farmers at our production plants in Delmas, Springs as well as our processing facility in 

Marblehall. We are constantly developing innovative new food offerings tailor-made to the requirements 

of our consumers and customers.  

 

For more information about McCain, visit: https://mccain.co.za/ 
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