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Press Release  

 

Peritum Agri Institute Celebrates Another Milestone Opening Ceremony 

Bloemfontein, 17 February 2025 – Peritum Agri Institute proudly hosted its official opening ceremony at Leopard and 

Lace Venue, marking a significant milestone in agricultural education. With Directors Emmie Pietersen and Belinda 

Louw at the helm, the event celebrated the institute’s continued commitment to developing skilled professionals in 

the agricultural sector. 

This year marks the inaugural rollout of the Higher Certificate programme, complementing the well-established 

Diploma programme in both Animal Production and Plant Production. Additionally, Peritum Agri Institute has 

expanded its offerings with the introduction of the Occupational Certificate in Grain Depot Management, addressing 

a crucial need for specialized training in the grain storage and logistics industry. 

The more than 180 attendees, amongst them were parents, students and lecturers, were reassured by Nihan Olivier, 

who opened the ceremony with scripture referring specifically to the need for hard work and dedication, with 

reference agriculture.  

Later on students and parents were showed the various prestigious partnerships that Peritum holds, such as 

partnerships with Senwes Equipment, John Deere Africa, Middle-East and Asia, the Red Meat Producers Organisation 

and with Aeres University of Applied Sciences. The ceremony was graced by esteemed industry partners, including 

representatives from the Red Meat Producers Organisation (RPO), John Deere, Senwes, AgBiz Grain, and other 

influential stakeholders. Their presence underscored the strong collaborative efforts between Peritum Agri Institute 

and the agricultural industry to cultivate future leaders in the field. 

A key highlight of the event was the awarding of bursaries from Vinimark, reinforcing the institute’s dedication to 

making quality agricultural education accessible to deserving students. 

Emmie Pietersen also emphasized the pathway to life-long learning that Peritum strives to promote. Pietersen spoke 

about her and Louw’s 24 year partnership and it’s continued growth. “Not only do we recognize the talent in front of us 

today but we recognize the need for educated people in the agricultural sector” Pietersen went on to say. 
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During the proceedings, Nalize Scheepers emphasized the institute’s credibility, stating, “Peritum 

Agri Institute is the largest private agricultural college in South Africa, accredited by all the relevant governing 

bodies. We remain committed to providing high-quality, industry-relevant education that empowers our students and 

strengthens the agricultural sector.” 

The opening ceremony not only highlighted the institute’s growth but also reaffirmed its mission to drive excellence 

in agricultural education. As Peritum Agri Institute continues to expand its programmes and partnerships, it remains 

dedicated to equipping students with the knowledge and skills necessary to contribute meaningfully to the industry. 

 

About Peritum Agri Institute 

Peritum serves as a gateway to comprehensive solutions for crafting and enhancing a resilient workforce dedicated to 

revolutionizing the agricultural sector for a sustainable future. We are a skills development institute committed to 

educating individuals who are advancing agriculture in South Africa. Our community includes young farmers seeking 

practical agricultural qualifications, corporations engaged in the agricultural industry, established commercial farmers 

and their employees, up-and-coming farmers, and all participants in related farming industries. 

The PERITUM WAY represents a lifelong journey of learning and advancement for individuals and their organizations. 

It offers a defined learning trajectory where participants continuously acquire skills, securing a sustainable agricultural 

career over time. This approach also supports organizations committed to ongoing enhancement, enabling them to 

thrive and meet future challenges. 
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BACK, FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: James Faber, RPO National Charmain; Emmie Pietersen, Director, Peritum Agri. 

Belinda Louw, Director, Peritum Agri; Phillip du Plessis, John Deere Africa and Middle East 


